Parameter on Placement and Management of the Dental Implant.
The American Academy of Periodontology has developed the following parameter on the placement and management of dental implants. Dental implants are a recognized form of tooth replacement and as such should be presented as an alternative for the replacement of missing teeth. A comprehensive treatment plan should be developed in consultation with all parties involved. Patients should be informed about all therapeutic alternatives, including non-replacement, potential complications, expected results, and their responsibility in treatment. The patient should also be informed that, to insure implant health, close monitoring and professional care by the dental team and good personal home care are imperative. Appropriate educational materials are an essential part of gaining informed consent. Given this information, patients should then be able to make informed decisions regarding their implant therapy. J Periodontol 2000;71:870-872.